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Italy in a state of permanent warfare and threw all states
there into confusion.

In 1499 Louis XII sent against Milan an army which drove
out II Moro, who fled to Innsbiuck, to the protection of the
Emperor Maximilian The latter in this year married his eld-
est son, the Archduke Philip, to Joanna, the eldest daughtet
of Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain, a marriage which Ind
important consequences in the next generation. In the same
year Florence put to death the only man she possessed who
had the talents of a general, Paolo Vitclli The Republic had
sent him with a force to letake Pisa (which Charles V1I1
had never restored), but the attempt failed, and Vitelli was
accused of treachery, lecalled, and executed, though it is
stated by Guicciardmi that he was innocent.

In 1500 II Moro regained Milan, but was SOOQ afterwards
captured by the French, and cariied off to Fiance, where
he was imprisoned in the castle of Loches for IK* remaining
eight years of his life, Louis XII taking possession of Milan.
In the same year the combined forces of Spain and Fiance
conquered Naples; but this was followed by a dispute over
its possession which brought on a three years' war between
them. Nor did central Italy fare any better than the north
and south In the endeavour to establish a sovereignty of
central Italy, Caesar Borgia was seizing state after state,
thus gaining in succession Imola, Forll, Urbino, Faenza,
Pesaro, Rimini, and Piombmo, and making; himself the
teiror of Romagna.

In 1501 Caesar Borgia, having gained Faenza by causing
its ruler, the young Astorre Manfredi, to be murdered, ad-
vanced into the Val d'Arno and threatened Florence. The
Signoria ignominiously bought him off by agreeing to ap-
point him Captain General of Florence's forces at a fixed
salary of 36,000 florins a year. In the same year Alexander
VI, in order to detach Ferrara from the French King, suc-
ceeded in bringing about a marriage between his daughter,